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The Anti-Porn Position

Verbal negotiation & consent 

Feminist pornography comprises a growing, diverse body of work. Yet defining 
what is feminist about this pornography is challenging. There is no single co-
hesive definition for feminism itself, and therefore no single cohesive definition 
of feminist pornography. Some feminists argue that pornography can never be 
feminist, while others assert that feminist pornography can and does play a role 
in sex-positive activism.

My position as a researcher is as a sex-positive, queer feminist activist and 
academic. I believe that feminist pornography is not only legitimate, but that it 
can be empowering for marginalized groups and has the potential to challenge 
the misogynist, kyriarchal and heteronormative social constructs that anti-porn 
feminists have rightly critiqued. 

(The Feminist Porn Awards provide an ideal body of source material for this 
research. These awards require that a woman be involved in a significant cre-

ative role, that the film depict genuine female pleasure, and that it challenge main-
stream porn stereotypes and expand the boundaries of sexual representation on 
film. While these may be necessary prerequisites for feminist pornography, their 
presence does not guarantee a feminist production. - This paragraph can go some-
where else, I’m not sure about it in the abstract, but it was in my original abstract.)

This research project involves a close reading of “Fuckstyles of the Queer and 
Famous,” examining what is (or isn’t) feminist about the production. Examined 
elements include; aesthetic choices and how they either subvert or support the 
traditional “male gaze” of mainstream pornography; representations of gender, 
orientation, pleasure, consent, negotiation and safer sex; how “Fuckstyles of the 
Queer and Famous” uses tropes of stardom both within its marketing and its pro-
duction; and whether these tropes of stardom contribute to or detract from the 
feminist content.
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